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Summer News 2016 
 

LONDON ROAD BUSINESSES GO FESTIVE 
 

We have a dynamic new independent business community developing in the 
London Road. July is Independent Retailer month. We also have a wealth of 
artistic talent. Now Walcot Street Traders are linking with businesses here to 
plan a festival, a perfect match, see p5. 
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LRSHP is a community partnership working for positive change  
in the London Road and Snow Hill areas. 
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16 Walcot Buildings, London Road, Bath BA1 6AD 

mailto:lrshp@hotmail.com


EDITORIAL:   We need the Council to consider the London Road as a 

community of residents and businesses, not just a through route.         
  Your views please, and also if you wish to receive the newsletter by email, 
contact us at  lrshp@hotmail.com .  
 

COMMUNITY VIEWPOINT  
 

COUNCIL GOES QUIET OVER EAST BATH PARK & RIDE  
The Council has postponed its decision but seems determined to build the 
East Bath P&R on Bathampton Meadows next to the Batheaston bypass, 
despite condemnation from a former planning inquiries inspector of its latest 
reports justifying the facility. Even the consultants who wrote the reports 
admitted that, at best, the proposed P&R would take until 2029 to remove 
only 5% of cars from the morning commute along the London Road. A better 
bus service for the school run would achieve much more.  
  The benefit from the P&R to the London Road and air quality across Bath 
will be minimal if not non-existent. The new reports use a computer model for 
economic growth at the new Enterprise area in central Bath. This is only 
virtual reality. There is no research into real demand, no account taken of the 
underuse of existing P&Rs, no realistic account taken of through traffic. 
   Bathampton Meadows Allliance has conducted thorough research into the 
actual transport needs of Bathonians, visitors (including hospital patients) 
and through traffic. You can read their findings here 
http://bathamptonmeadowsalliance.org.uk/  
 
CLEAN AIR CAMPAIGN WINS AIR QUALITY MONITOR FOR LARKHALL 

 After pressure from the Clean Air Campaign volunteers, 
Transition Larkhall and local Lambridge Councillors, the 
B&NES Environmental Protection team have installed an 
AQMesh smart pollution monitor in Larkhall. The monitor is 
capable of detecting small changes in air quality and will 
monitor both NO2 and particulates. 
  It is located near the crossing by St Saviour’s Junior School at 
the junction of Spring Lane and Eldon Place. This corner and 

adjoining streets are a major rat run in the mornings with both commuter and 
school run traffic causing major congestion. 
  Emissions data will be available soon. Check the Transition Larkhall website 
http://transitionlarkhall.uk/blog/ 
 

_______________ 

NB: We take all possible care to ensure the content of this newsletter is factually correct and disclaim 
responsibility for any errors or omissions for whatever reason. The opinions expressed are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent views or positions of the London Road & Snow Hill Partnership. 
All rights are reserved to the owners and publisher, and no part of the newsletter may be reproduced 
without prior permission.  
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COMMUNITY VIEWPOINT  
 

DEMOCRACY, YOUTH  AND A SKATE PARK FOR ALICE PARK     
 

Campaigning for a skate park on the east of Bath has 
taught me and both my sons a great deal about how local 
politics works, writes Joanna Wright. My experience of 
skate parks is that they are positive places, which 
encourage civic responsibility and social skills. The 
consultation that has taken place was very much in favour 
of a skate park being built at Alice Park. 
  Local residents, both adults and children, recently gave their views to 
Council Leader Cllr Tim Warren and Cabinet Member for Community 
Services Cllr Martin Veal regarding the new Charitable Trust Board for Alice 
Park that the Council has set up following the governance requirements of 
the Charity Commission.  
 

  At the meeting it was clear Alice Park is an important community asset that 
many residents have an attachment to. Knowing how important decisions are 
taken and by whom is a vital part of our democratic process and important for 
children to learn if we want them to engage in democracy. 
  Tim Warren explained that the Council is the ultimate Trustee of Alice Park 
and that the Councillors appointed to the Board will take the ultimate 
decisions. Three of the Board members have been appointed to a specific 
Alice Park Committee to vote on Alice Park issues. They include local Cllr 
Rob Appleyard. Our other local Cllr Lin Patterson and two independent 
people with specific skills will also be on the Committee but without voting 
rights. Other members may be asked to join, but also with no voting rights.  
  The skateboard facility will undergo another public consultation as part of a 
range of potential developments at Alice Park.    
 

   Cllr Lin Patterson is organising a meeting on Wednesday 13th July at 
7.30pm at the New Oriel Hall to set up an Alice Park Friends group to ensure 
the community has a strong role in the future of the Park.  
 

   I do hope that the needs of the young people on the east of Bath are 
considered a priority when the selection of committee members is made for 
the Alice Park Committee.  Young people are our future and we need them to 
understand civic responsibility. They will do so only if the adults who hold 
civic responsibility engage with them.            

To become a member of the 
Alice Park Committee, contact 
marie_todd@bathnes.co.uk 
 (NB There is an underscore 
between marie and todd).     
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 LIFE-SAVING DEFIBRILLATORS     
   ALONG THE LONDON ROAD 

 

Defibrillators are used by members 
of the public to keep sudden heart 
attack victims alive until the 
ambulance arrives. The instructions 
are clearly marked. There is a 
defibrillator in the alley next to 
Domino’s, another in the phone box 
nearest to the London Road at 
Grosvenor Place. There will soon be 
a third at Morrison’s. They are the 
initiative of local Cllr Lisa Brett. 
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INDEPENDENT BUSINESSES PLAN WALCOT WINTER WEEKEND 
 

Summer’s the festival season. But a winter festival keeps the summer fun 
going. The London Road and Walcot Street are planning a three-day fest, 
Walcot Winter Weekend from Friday 18 to Sunday 20 November. They 
intend to have a grand switching on of Christmas lights, music, food and 
drink, fun and entertainment for all the family. 
  Walcot Street Traders Association met on 1 June to get the party started 
and to extend Association membership to businesses from the London Road 
as far as Hobson’s Choice. Retailers in this area are invited to get involved in 
planning the Winter Weekend at a meeting on Wednesday 13 July, see 
contact details below. 
   In June the Association successfully lobbied the Council not to extend the 
duration of the centre-of-town Christmas Market from three to four weeks 
right up to Christmas. With traffic moving even more slowly than it usually 
does round Bath and parking even more of a nightmare during the Christmas 
Market, many small businesses in Walcot Street and the London Road see a 
significant dip in trade at what should be a peak retail period. 
  Walcot Winter Weekend will take place the weekend before the Christmas 
Market opens, giving shoppers the chance to explore the special goods and 
services our retailers have to offer. For bespoke items there will be time to 
customers to order, for designers and artisans to create and then deliver in 
time for the big day. 
  Walcot Street Traders Association has also established links with BID (the 
Bath Improvement District company) and Bath Tourism Plus and is 
campaigning for better access to these organisations for small and micro 
businesses. The aim is to put Walcot independents back on the map. 
  Membership of the Association is £15 a year. London Road businesses who 
would like more information or to join, please contact Jenny Pollitt   
jenny.pollitt@lanehousearts.co.uk  
 

JULY IS INDEPENDENT RETAILER MONTH   
 

Shoppers and businesses in the London Road and 
Walcot Street are taking part in the national campaign to 
celebrate independent traders every year in July.  
  Campaign group  Independent Shops encourages businesses 
and shoppers to build up the directory of local shops by registering (free) 
their own or their favourite businesses.  http://www.independentshops.co.uk/  
 

POSITIVE PROJECTS FOR BATH INDEPENDENTS 
 

Bath Tourism Plus is organising a new voluntary forum to identify projects to 
strengthen Bath’s independent businesses.  See http://visitbath.co.uk/whats-
on/positive-projects-for-bath-independents-p2078203  
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COUNCIL TO INVEST IN KENSINGTON MEADOWS 
 

The Council applied for Green Flag status for Kensington Meadows this year, 
drafting a new management plan for 2016-2020 to improve the playing field 
and Local Nature Reserve. This is a work in progress to be continued and 
enriched with residents’ views. So we are including a survey with this 
newsletter to find out what you would like as future developments. If you 
would like to keep in touch and contribute to what happens, please become a 
Friend of Kensington Meadows (membership is free). 
 

 The Council has already put in new waste bins. Next up will be new 
noticeboards and better signage from the London Road.  
 

  Friends of Kensington Meadows met with Parks department officers, Cllr 
Fiona Darey and the Green Flag judges at Morrison’s meeting room in May 
to discuss the site, past projects, the Council’s plans and a closer relationship 
between the Council and the Friends group. We then did a tour of the playing 
field and Local Nature Reserve discussing present and potential uses. The 
judges gave us helpful advice. They will give their Green Flag verdict later 
this summer.   

The Friends group joined Council workers in March for a 
tree planting and mulching session near the Morrison’s 
fence. Children from Snapdragons Nursery came along to 
learn how little trees grow into big trees. 
 

  We hope to have a wildflower planting session soon. 
Keep an eye on the noticeboards for date and time. 
 

   If you would like an electronic survey and membership 
form, please email with subject line Kensington Meadows Survey  
lrshp@hotmail.com.  
 

 

ALICE PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN SEEKS NEW GARDENERS 
 

Alice Park Community Garden is blooming. Sweet peas 
give off their marvellous scent. Different varieties of sage 
are in flower. All manner of veg and herbs are growing 
vigorously, and strawberries 
are ripening. Why not go 
gardening this summer? 
 There are two drop-in sessions 
a week for new and seasoned 
gardeners, Sundays 10am-12 
noon and Wednesdays 6-7pm. There is a free course on Urban Forest 
Gardening on Sunday 10 July 10am-2pm. www.apcg.co.uk   For the course, 

fiona.williams@greenliving.co.uk   info@aliceparkcommunitygarden.org.uk   
 

6    

mailto:lrshp@hotmail.com
http://www.apcg.co.uk/
mailto:fiona.williams@greenliving.co.uk
mailto:info@aliceparkcommunitygarden.org.uk


  CLEVELAND POOLS REDESIGN WINS PUBLIC SUPPORT 
 

Reviving Cleveland Pools is well under way. We had a very useful 
public consultation event on four days at Southgate and Milsom 
Street in May. There was lots of support for the latest version of 
the plans and enthusiasm generally. The design team has used 

public feedback to complete its final plans and we will be applying for 
planning permission and listed building consent in July. 
 

  The design includes restoring the Grade II* listed Georgian cottage and 
changing rooms largely unaltered, with the 
creation of separate toilets and showers. 
There will be a 28m main pool and a 
separate 9m children’s pool, refreshment 
kiosk and outdoor lounging area, another 
lounging area with shelter from sun and 
rain which could be used for events, and a 
river pontoon for access by boat.   
  The pool water will be heated for six 
months from April to September but the 
Pools will also provide cold water swimming off season, according to 
demand. The Pools will be the first in the world to use microbiological filters 
to keep the water clean without the need for chemicals. Green energy 
heating is being researched. As there is no car parking space at the Pools, a 
green travel plan will be in place for swimmers and visitors to arrive by foot, 
cycle or public transport, including boats. 
  An educational programme for children is being prepared in collaboration 
with the Holburne Museum. There will be a full explanation of the 
Pools’ 200-year history for all visitors. 
  Public fundraising is now at £238,500 (see thermometer) following a 
very generous boost by a local family who donated £100,000. Our 
target is to achieve £600,000 by January 2017 so that we can receive 
the full £3.7 million Heritage Lottery Fund grant to restore the Pools. 
Every £1 of public money unlocks £6 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
We will be applying this autumn for the £3.7 million grant.     
  In May and June the Pools hosted a Fringe Arts Bath event “Liquid” 
featuring local and Hungarian artists using sound, video and still photos.  
  On Saturday 30 July there will be a reunion for former swimmers with a 
surprise guest. For free tickets please contact sally@clevelandpools.org.uk. 
  Don’t miss the Heritage Open Days at 2-5 pm on Friday 9, Saturday 10 and 
Sunday11 September when we will give you a full update on progress.  
  For more info about the designs, events, fundraising and volunteering visit 
www.clevelandpools.org.uk . 
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TOWPATH USERS’ FIRST REACTIONS TO THE GRAVELSURFACE 
 

“It’s a surprise. Er, yes, OK.” One mother out jogging, following her husband 
and two small children riding bikes, wanted to get to know 
the new gravel surface before giving it her full approval. 
  A mother teaching her little girl to ride a bike warned her 
daughter, “It will probably be a bit more difficult.” It was. 
  Another family cycling at a furious pace on the tarmac 
had to slow down on the gravel.  
  A walker commented, “You can hear the cyclists now 
while you really couldn’t on the tarmac.” But he added, “It 
is already getting thin in places, especially near the stone 
bridge. The contractors didn’t lay it correctly.”  
  Another walker said rather reluctantly, “It’s much better than the tarmac.”  
  Two cyclists were happy. “Very good,” said one.  
  Another walker said, “At least we’ve got rid of the mud.”      
 

               YOUR VIEWS FROM LAST WINTER 
Two Towpath opinions 
►  “I was extremely concerned to read of the proposal that a part of the 
canal towpath between Batheaston and Sydney Gardens be resurfaced with 
tarmac and yellow pebbles. Historically, people over a great many 
generations have enjoyed this natural habitat of beauty and tranquillity, and 
are entitled to continue doing so, without fear of the area being destroyed by 
urbanisation.” CN (Ed notes: Let’s keep it calm & as rural as possible.) 
►  “Any efforts to upgrade the current muddy track from the railway bridge to 
the tow path would be fantastic. At the moment the mud stops me using it all 
the time as a healthy alternative to walking along the London Road.” RT 
 

Three aspects of London Road traffic 

►  “I have written to the council asking them to remove the ugly rusty boxes 

which obstruct the view of vehicles - and especially headlights - at the 
junction of Snow Hill & London Road. It is an accident waiting to happen.” JM  
►  “To address Bath’s pollution, and congestion, problems we need to 
address ALL pollution-emitting vehicles. I understand that park & ride 
schemes are not a simple solution, and indeed there is some research 
suggesting that they can make the situation worse. Personally I think the 
solution lies in a more ambitious direction, namely to ban all private vehicles 
from city centres.” SP 

►  “It is quite often difficult to park near my house in Kensington Gardens 
because of commuters parking. Parking restrictions should be in place to 
prevent this. It would also encourage the use of public transport. JM 
 

Send more of your views, email   lrshp@hotmail.com  
Or write to LRSHP, 16 Walcot Buildings, London Road, Bath BA1 6AD 
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LONDON ROAD PROJECT: PROBLEMS STILL UNRESOLVED 
 

Maybe this project will end this year. We have been told that the pavement at 
Anglo Terrace will be upgraded in July.  
  The Council was due to finalise its plans for restoring the loading bay at 
Walcot Terrace by end June. What happens then – does the work go ahead 
or will there be more delays? There are problems that need resolving now.   
  The old loading bay was strengthened to ensure protection of the vaults 
underneath, but this protection was removed in the so-called upgrade. Now 
at least one house has cracks in the walls of its vaults from random vehicles 
parking on the pavement above.  
  Parking signs were put in place recently and we were promised that this 
would result in no parking on the loading bay. But cars still park there. There 
has been strict enforcement against any vehicles stopping in the road but not 
against those parking on the bay. 
  A new cyclist and pedestrian sign on the final section of pavement before 
Cleveland Place gives priority to cyclists over pedestrians. No wonder some 
cyclists speed round the corner close to the buildings. Perhaps the Council 
would like pedestrians to walk in the road. The sign should show cyclists and 
pedestrians side by side.   
 

NOT A BRICK NOR A STONE IN THE WALL 
 

There once was a historic listed wall, gate and garden. 
Now there isn’t. 
   We were surprised when, during the conversion of 
Longacre House into flats, we saw a wooden fence built across the once 
beautiful community garden, dividing it into two narrow strips. This wasn’t in 
the plans shown to the local community, many of whom had fond memories 
of that once public, listed garden. It was ruining the space, creating an 
unused strip of land. 
  Very early one morning the listed Bath stone wall forming the boundary with 
Snow Hill was knocked down. This was a step too far and the Council was 
informed. They ordered the builders to rebuild the wall. More than a year later 
nothing has happened to the ugly plywood that replaced the stone wall.  
  More letters have been written and we are assured that a different Council 
officer is on the case. The previous Council officer was not the problem. It’s 
the people at the top who seem not to take the World Heritage City seriously.  
 
 

WORLD HERITAGE CITY MANAGEMENT CONSULTATION 
 

The Council is consulting us on its management of our World Heritage City. 
Read the plan and comment until the 15 July deadline, either online at 
http://www.bathworldheritage.org.uk/management-plan  or 
read at the Library or at the Manvers Street One Stop Shop and write to   
World Heritage Manager, The Pump Room, Stall Street, Bath BA1 1LZ   
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PLACES TO MEET, GROUPS AND EVENTS   
 

¤ Riverside Youth & Community Centre, York Place, London Rd, BA1 6AE 
Contact Gemma Parsons Tel: 337844 Gemma_Parsons@bathnes.gov.uk 
Wed 10am-3pm Mosaic lunch group; 7-9pm Open Youth Club; Thurs 10am-
12noon Bath Toy Library (1

st
 & 3

rd
 Thurs each month); 7-9pm Open Youth Club. 

Music project at Youth Club & at other times if pre-booked. More info 
clive_gordon@bathnes.gov.uk. 
¤ Bath Toy Library at Riverside (see above) Contact T: 07425562565 
bathtoylibrary@gmail.com Info  www.bathtoylibrary.co.uk  
 

¤ The Gateway Community Centre  Snow Hill, Bath BA1 6DH (corner with 
London Rd). Many community-led projects & activities; partnership with outside 
organisations delivering community services; room hire for social activities; 
summer events. Contact Domenica on 07736045942  See the noticeboard or 

follow on facebook  www.facebook.com/The-Gateway-Community-Centre-
Bath-212638518774446/ . 
 

¤ The Salisbury Club, Hawthorn House, London Rd, BA1 6AB 
Membership club open Monday to Friday 6.30-11pm, Saturday 11am-12 
midnight, Sunday 12 noon to 5.30pm. Bars, TV, skittle alley, pool & matched 
snooker tables, private riverside garden. Large function room and garden 
available for hire. Membership  £15 per year (seniors £10). Tel: 01225 425651 
 

¤ Nexus Methodist Church Nelson Place, Bath BA1 5DA Tel 461509 (Wed & 
Thurs 10am-2pm) www.nexusbath.org.uk  Genesis Sun lunch 1pm; Mon lunch 
club 11am, Wed & Fri 10-11.45am parents & toddlers, Thu 10.30am-noon coffee 
¤ Claremont Methodist Centre, Eastbourne Av, Bath BA1 6EA 
Thurs 10.30am-12noon Coffee and chat; Wed 17 Feb 10am-12noon; summer 
holiday programme; room hire. Contact as above. 
 

New Oriel Hall Brookleaze Buildings, Bath BA1 6RA  Tel 466606 
9am–3pm 7 days a week Classes, events for all age groups, room 
hire, library Mon-Fri 10am-3pm. Film Club at 7.30pm on 8 & 22 July, 
then 9 Sep. More info http://neworielhall.org.uk  

 
 

  Alice Park Community Garden Alice Park, Gloucester Rd 
  (& London Rd) Wednesday and Sunday volunteer gardening 
   sessions June-October; 10 July urban forest gardening course.  

Also gardening advice, join at http://apcg.co.uk   
email: info@aliceparkcommunitygarden.org.  
 

¤ Transition Larkhall Community group furthering local sustainability, including 
safer cycling, clean air, Alice Park Community Garden, Alice Park skate park, 
Bristol Credit Union branch. More info, join at  http://transitionlarkhall.uk/   
 

¤ Morrisons London Rd, Bath BA1 6AE Tel: 789617  
Office room free for community groups daytime. Book in advance, contact:  
Jane Edwards by letter (hand in to customer services desk) or phone. 
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COUNCILLORS  -  COUNCIL  -  POLICE  -  ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
 

Walcot Ward  Cllr Fiona Darey  T 07966441820 fiona_darey@bathnes.gov.uk 
Cllr Lisa Brett  T  07787314094    lisa_brett@bathnes.gov.uk 
Lambridge Ward  Cllr Lin Patterson T 311163  lin_patterson@bathnes.gov.uk 
Cllr Rob Appleyard  T 07527 577186   rob_appleyard@bathnes.gov.uk 
 

B&NES Council One Stop Shop   
(all Council services (including complaints & appointments for the  
Citizens Advice Bureau) 
Lewis House, Manvers Street, Bath BA1 1JG  
Tel: 01225 394041 Text (SMS): 07797 806545 
8am-6pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday; 9.30am-6pm Wednesday 
Email: councilconnect@bathnes.gov.uk  Web: www.bathnes.gov.uk/reportit 
 

Police Neighbourhood Beat Manager Bath City Outer (our area) 
PC Nick Sheppard  Non-emergencies Tel 101   
Crimestoppers (anonymously report crime)    0800 555 111 
Police anti-social behaviour team  01225 842462  
Avon Fire & Rescue Service Non-emergencies  0117 926 2061 
National Health Service  Non-emergencies  111 
Police, Fire and Ambulance  Emergencies Tel  999 
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RIVERSIDE YOUTH SUMMER FESTIVAL 28 JULY      
 

Riverside Youth Hub is inviting the community to enjoy 
music by young people and a BBQ at its Summer Festival 
on Thursday 28 July. A book of poems by young poets is 
being published. 

  The Youth Hub programme will continue through the summer, with some 
day trips and other special activities. It will also continue when the revamp of 
Riverside facilities begins in September. The centre may have to close briefly 
in September, maybe for about a week, to allow the work to be completed.  
  The work includes updating the music studio, the kitchen and garden, 
installing a new TV area in the hub and a new hut in the garden, and 
providing better access to the river. See programme & contact details, p10.  
 

LOCAL ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT NEWS 
 

Snow Hill Sings the Unsung Online Kilter Theatre’s project Unsung 
features two songs written by young people from Riverside Youth Club and 
young carers at Bath Carers Centre. These were set to music by professional 
musicians and sung by adults from Snow Hill with the Walcot State Choir. 
Listen on https://soundcloud.com/kilterunsung/sets.  
 

Walcot State Choir at Claremont Methodist Centre, Eastbourne Av, Bath 
BA1 6EA Tues 28 June, 5, 12 & 19 July at 7.15-9.15pm. Join us, first session 
is free. Sun 10 July fundraising concert for WaterAid in Victoria Park, 
registration fee £11, target sponsorship £60 per singer.  
More info http://www.walcotstatechoir.com 
Listen to the choir  http://www.walcotstatechoir.com/music/babaall.mp3 
 
 

Bath Artist Printmakers has signed a new 3-year lease to continue their 
print workshop at 3B Upper Lambridge Street, Larkhall, Bath BA1 6RY. The 
co-operative provides space and facilities for practising artists and offers 
courses in July and August on different types of printing. Tel 07757612389 
www.bathartistprintmakers.co.uk   admin@bathartistprintmakers.co.uk 
 

Rondo Theatre St Saviours Rd, Larkhall, Bath BA1 6RT   
Community & professional performances of plays, music, poetry. 
Rondo Drama Summer School Mon 25 – Fri 29 Jul; Mon 22 – Fri 26 Aug.  
Info  http://www.rondotheatre.co.uk Tickets 0333 666 3366 
 

Submit a Story to Story Friday  
Short story writers have the summer to write a story on the subject of 
“Outsiders” or “War” for the autumn Story Friday reading performances.  
The deadline for Outsiders is Mon 12 Sep and for War, it is Mon 31 Oct. 
  Story Friday Outsiders at Burdall’s Yard, 7A Anglo Terrace, Bath BA1 
5NH, 7.30 for 8pm, Fri 23 Sep with music by jazz-pop duo Tracey and Jason. 
  Story Friday War Fri 11 Nov, same place, same time.  Essential info 
www.awordinyourear.org.uk  Contact  clare.reddaway@btinternet.com 
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